Philology, a volume number that is misleading since we are not quite  years old. Because of the irregular publication of early volumes, we are instead merely . That is nevertheless an age exceeded by few scholarly journals in the United States.
our editorial board has been, almost from the outset, interdisciplinary and the journal's copyright is held by the University of North Carolina Press, we have for years relied with gratitude on the University's English Department for office space, the salary for one of our editorial interns, and other support, and most of our readers are members of the English Department faculty. While the early volumes of the journal were philological in the strict sense of linguistic study (vol. I was Louis Round Wilson's monograph Chaucer's Relative Constructions; vol. II, James Moses Grainger's Studies in the Syntax of the King James Version), the nature and scope of the articles received and published has changed markedly over the years; but we also remain a journal that continues to provide a venue for scholars writing articles in traditional areas such as philology and biography as well as in newer areas, such as women's literature. Occasionally, if we have good reason, we override our restriction to articles in which the primary emphasis is British literature, as in Caroline McManus's article on Edith Wharton and Shakespeare in this issue.
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